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By Andy Mayer President/CEO
The calendar may say it’s not quite summer, But the weather finally
does! Here are things for you to know about and to attend for the
month.

Chamber Foundation: Our Foundation is expanding its excellent
work under Silvia Reed’s outstanding leadership. The Latino
Business Leaders program and the Experience Work Project, which
helps students determine their ideal careers, has been combined.
This summer there will be a program providing entrepreneurial
training for Latino youth, coupled with related paid work. Thanks to
the Northwest Workforce Council for the grant funding!

Concrete: The Multi-Chamber After Hours is in Concrete, on the 13th
at 4:30. It couldn’t be a nicer time of year to visit the cool little town.
We’ll be hosted by Act One Ice Cream Parlor/Concrete Theater. It’ll
be a beautiful drive and a chance to go back in time for a bit. 

Music Events: Jeremy Kindlund has put together a fabulous lineup
for our Riverwalk Summer Concert Series, Thursdays, from July 11 to
August 29. Along the same lines, the Chamber is excited to be taking
over the Lincoln’s Brewfest on the Skagit, which will be held on
September 7. Jeremy has already secured 3 great bands and is
working on the components that have contributed to the 21 year run
of the event, including beer of course. Sponsorships and volunteer
opportunities are available.

Membership Luncheon: Hart Hodges, Co-Director of WWU’s Center
for Economic and Business Research will be our speaker on the 26th.
Learn and discuss what’s impacting your business and what to
expect in the near future.

Healthcare: I’m glad that we have excellent healthcare in our area
because I’ll be getting a knee replacement at Skagit Regional
Health’s new Surgery Center at the end of the month. So, I won’t see
you at Luncheon, but I’ll be ready to dance at the later concerts or
the Brewfest!

LEGACY MEMBERS
GOLD

SILVER

CHAMBER CHAT
M O U N T  V E R N O N  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

J u n e  2 0 2 4

What I’m Thinking About

https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/
https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/


J U N E  2 0 2 4 M O U N T  V E R N O N
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

On-the-job learning opportunities offered by
Chamber Foundation last May

Experience Work Project (EWP), a Chamber Foundation program focused on workforce development
continues to offer valuable on-the-job learning opportunities to qualifying Skagit Valley College students.

In partnership with the Northwest Workforce Council and Skagit Valley College; last May EWP facilitated job
shadow opportunities at Skagit Transit for Automotive and Diesel Power Technology students followed by a
Career Panel for Human Services students. The panel was presented by Community Action of Skagit County
and Pioneer Human Service / Skagit Detox.
 
Students were able to learn about each of these organizations, industry challenges and opportunities and the
economic impact they make in Skagit County. Networking with industry experts also allow students to get
familiar with the hard and soft skills needed to enter the labor market.  

On-the-job learning opportunities help prepare students for future employment while supporting our
community workforce needs. Qualifying students are welcome to attend industry tours, shadow a
professional in their field or complete a 40-hour internship with a local employer. 

The Chamber Foundation’s workforce development program  is funded by the Northwest Workforce Council
and Skagit Valley College. For more information and partnership opportunities, please contact Business
Development and Foundation Director Silvia Reed (360) 395- 2944 / Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com.

EWP job shadow at Skagit Transit

EWP Human Services career panel 



Ashley Gardens of Mount Vernon
Leslie Pelch 
(360) 419-9422
www.ashleygardensofmtvernon.com
3807 E College Way 
Mount Vernon
We are a Memory Care secure community with the
ability to provide 24 hour care. We have temporary
and permanent residents and our community is truly
home like environment!

Cozy Breeze LLP
Maybelline Gonzalez  
(360) 228-6197
Sedro Woolley
Our company offers blow-in insulation, installation of
batts in walls and crawl spaces as well as removal of
existing insulation. Commercial and Residential
Services.  We serve Whatcom, Skagit, Island and
Snohomish County.

Mount Baker Mortgage Company
April Haug 
(360) 820-7614
www.mtbakermortgage.com
720 Metcalf St Ste A 
Sedro-Woolley
We are a residential mortgage broker servicing
Washington. We manage the process for you by
applying for loans with different lenders, finding
competitive interest rates and negotiating loan terms. 

ProClean Services LLC
Jenna Estefan
(360) 548-5450
www.procleanadvantage.com
Mount Vernon
ProClean Services offers a comprehensive range of
cleaning services, customized to meet the unique
needs of your business.
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Welcome New Members

Partner Members
Anderson Podiatry, Bank of the Pacific, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch Equipment Co., Budget

Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Chikara PR, LLC, Farmers Insurance Tory Charette Agency, Foothills
Toyota, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home,
Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max Dale's Steak and Chop House,  Mount Vernon School

District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest Escrow, LLC, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy,
SERVPRO, Skagit Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Valley College, Skagit Regional

Health, Skagit Speedway, Skagit Valley Food Co-op, Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC, The Washington
Shakespearean Festival, Walmart, WECU, White Branches, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

Thank You Renewing Members
5+ Years
Associated General Contractors of
Washington - AGC
Camp Korey
Guild Mortgage, The Griffin Group
Marla & Company
Perla's Insurance Services
Skagit Valley Neighbors In Need
Food Bank

Less than 5 Years
LeMaster Graphics

30+ Years
Kaptein's Ace Hardware

20+ Years
Lincoln Theatre

15+ Years
Goodwinds Composites
Rosario Skin Clinic
Rouw Insurance Services

10+ Years
All About Hearing
Craft Stove
John Piazza Jr. Construction &    Remodeling
Learned Commercial, Inc.
Showcase Your Shine with Rebecca P. Murray

http://www.ashleygardensofmtvernon.com/
http://www.mtbakermortgage.com/
http://www.procleanadvantage.com/


The Mount Vernon Chamber Foundation is proud to announce the launching of its new program; “Latino Business
Youth”. The new program is modeled after Latino Business Leaders and it will include business training and
mentorship by Latino business owners with a paid work experience available for qualifying participants. Latino
Business Youth will serve Latino Youth ages 16-24 yr. 

Since 2019 the Mount Vernon Chamber Foundation has worked with Latino entrepreneurs providing monthly
business training, one-on-one consultation, networking and peer-to-peer mentorship. We have hosted over 50
training sessions and since 2023 we have mentored over 35 Latino businesses in partnership with SCORE.  Many of
the Latino families we serve have young children at home who have either expressed interest in becoming a
business owner or are already helping their parents in running their business. 

Although we anticipate participation from our Latino Business Leaders young family members, our goal is to serve
beyond this group, reaching out and supporting the Latino youth that is currently facing challenges and economic
disparity in our county.  Providing tools for success for those who envision entrepreneurships or giving them access
to gainful employment is vital in advancing economic inclusion. 

Latino Business Youth will launch this July with a kickoff event on July 10, followed by 4 business training sessions
and two opportunities for our youth to present their business to Latino and non-Latino businesses.   The pilot
cohort will wrap up on August 21 when our Latino Youth will have the opportunity to present their business and
network at the Latino Business Leaders 2024-2025 kick off event. Thanks to our partnership with the Northwest
Workforce Council, qualifying participants will be able to access paid employment opportunities at a Latino
business in our region which will allow them to learn in depth the “ins and outs” of running a business. 

For more information about Latino Business Leaders and Latino Business Youth, please contact Business
Development and Foundation Director Silvia Reed | Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com | (360)395-2944

Ribbon Cutting at Alpha Home Health and Hospice
Friday, June 14
3 p.m. 
2210 Kulshan View Dr Ste 105
Mount Vernon 

Membership Luncheon - Regional Economic Update
and Discussion by Hart Hodges, WWU
Wednesday, June 26
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Littlefield Celtic Center
1124 Cleveland Ave
Mount Vernon
Register here

The "Why" behind the "What" - A "Speaking of
Women" Event
Wednesday, June 12
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Whispering Firs Bed & Breakfast Lodge
19357 Kanako Ln
Mount Vernon 
Register here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Concrete Theatre/Act
One Ice Cream Parlor
Thursday, June 13
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
45920 Main Street
Concrete
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Calendar of Events

Latino Business Leaders expanding to 
Latino Business Youth

mailto:Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-membership-luncheon-regional-economic-update-and-discussion-17959
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/the-why-behind-the-what-a-speaking-of-women-event-23697
https://www.kw.com/
https://www.triumphtlc.org/


For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Vice Chair - Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Past Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Member at-large - Diane Fox
All About Hearing
Tony Cook
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Katie Hayton
La Conner Inn
Elizabeth Jennings
Community Action of Skagit County
Crystal King
NW Technology
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Stacie J. Pratschner 
City of Mount Vernon
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Dr. Chris Villa 
Skagit Valley College
STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Bob Johnson & Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors

J U N E  2 0 2 4 M O U N T  V E R N O N
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Member Announcements

Keys for Kids event held by Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit
County- June 28th & 29th
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County invites community
members to their annual Keys For Kids event at Stepping Stones
Gardens on Friday, June 28th and Saturday, June 29th.
Community members are invited to enjoy this raucously fun
event, featuring an all-request show of music favorites.

Tickets, tables, and sponsorship levels are limited and can be
purchased through the Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County’s
website at www.skagitclubs.org or by contacting Chief
Development Officer, Ian Faley at (360) 202-9021 or
ifaley@skagitclubs.org.

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements
http://www.skagitclubs.org/


Chair - Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Silvia Alvarez
Triumph Teen Life Center

Clarissa De Vries
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

Morgan Elton
Country Financial - The Elton

Group
Joley Garner

WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.
Devin González

Center for Inclusive
Entrepreneurship

Jaime Huss
Washington Federal

Susana Ipanaque
La Peruanita LLC – Peruvian

Street Food 
Crystal King

NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 
Global Credit Union 

Chris Van De Grift
ReLuTy Real Estate

 

Ambassadors

J U N E  2 0 2 4 M O U N T  V E R N O N
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

May in Pictures

Mount Vernon Mayor, Peter
Donovan Presents State of the

City at our Membership Luncheon

Ribbon Cutting at 
La Catrina Tacos & Tequila 

BRONZE LEGACY 

Speaking of Women Coffee Chat

Multi-Chamber After Hours at 
Camp Korey

Latino Business Leaders
Business Panel

Ribbon Cutting at 
New American Funding












